100	MODERN POETEY
XV. SENT FROM EGYPT
affixed date (276 b.c.) shows that we are to imagine this
charming idyll of the Mediterranean an epistle in verse from the
Greek poet Theocritus, one of whose real idylls was written to
accompany a distaff sent as a present to a friend's wife. The
metre and diction as well as the Greek theme of the poem recall
the work of Keats.
Stanza I. Battos : name of a Sicilian shepherd in the Idylls of
Theocritus.
St. III. The poet consoles his toiling friend by the reminder
that gods have worked hard—Apollo and Poseidon (Neptune) in
building the walls of Troy for Laomedon ; Hephaestus (Vulcan) in
making armour for Achilles.
St. IV. A girl or boy, reduced to ill-temper by over-fatigue,
rises next morning from a dreamless sleep restored to good
humour.
worthy Troilus : " worthy to be a school- or college-friend of
Troilus " (Mr. Sturge Moore).
St. VI. Ariadne, left desolate by Theseus on the island of
Naxos, was consoled by the love of Bacchus.
drone : the bass-pipe.
St. VII. Helios : the sun-god.
St. IX. Proteus : an old man of the sea, who tended flocks of
sea-monsters, cp. Solits Hyperborean, 37-57, and note thereon.
St. XI. lacchus : another name of Bacchus.
Cypris : Aphrodite is a goddess of the sea as well as of love;
she is called " Cyprian " because she rose from the sea and stopped
ashore on Cyprus.
St. XII. this King : Ptolemy II. Theocritus was born in
Cos and afterwards hved in Sicily and at the court of King
Ptolemy in Egypt.
St. XIII. Laco : another Sicilian shepherd in Theocritus.
XVI. ROADS
edward thomas was well known as a writer of beautiful and
delicate prose before he revealed himself as a poet. After his
death in action, in April 1917, the verses which he had written
in the two years of war before he died were collected in a single
volume with a preface by his friend, Mr. Walter de la Mare.
They are as finely-wrought as his prose; as full, too, of the
intimate love of the English countryside which characterises such

